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Just a thought ...

CONNACHT’S inter-pro victory,
their first in 45 years, is a
significant development.
Captained by Mayo man Aidan
O’Shea, it will lift morale in the
province and make for a more
competitive championship.

Flying the GAA flag in

HE evenings are lengthening, the

sap is rising and GAA clubs the

world over are bursting into life.

In Cardiff, deep in the heart of

Welsh rugby land, St Colmcilles

is greeting the new season with
untrammelled optimism.

Located at the western edge of Gloucestershire
County Board, the Cardiff club is the only non-
university GAA club in Wales. It’s a thriving
facility for young Gaels and four Mayo men are
atthe heart of it ... all of them motivated by their
Irish heritage and a passionate love of our
games.

College lecturer Barry McDonnell, a native of
Castlebar, lines out in defence. Financial plan-
ner and company director Shane Hyland from
Ballinrobe is their full-forward and the club’s
treasurer.

Fergus O’Neill from Partry, a member of the
staff of Cardiff Council, mans the posts. And
their corner back, a financial controller who
came to Cardiff 14 months ago to be with his
girlfriend, is Patrick McHale from Cooneal,
Ballina.

St Colmcilles has a chequered history accord-
ing to Barry McDonnell, who is son of popular
Castlebar fisherman Hughie McDonnell and his
wife Theresa. It was formed in 1956 succeeding
the Emmetts, which had folded in 1915 because
of the Great War.

It grew steadily and robustly, winning the
league in 1961 and their first county champion-
ship in 1967. Six years later they were top of the
pile with the championship of Great Britain
captured.

An inverse proportion to that significant
achievement, however, was the astonishing col-
lapse of the club the following year when, sim-
ply, it ceased to operate.

Resuscitated in 1983 for underage football, St
Colmcilles,bedecked innew colours, established

firmer roots. A senior football side was later
fielded, and then a ladies’ camogie team.

The club has since won county league and
championship in all grades, culminating in the
under-14s winning the All-Britain title in 1988.

“A lot of hard work by a few dedicated people
has resulted in the youth of the Cardiff area
being able to play our national games today,”
said Barry.

“The GAA pay for a youth development/pro-
motional officer for schools around the county.
The system is beginning to pay off as we now
have a minor team that is feeding the senior
team over the past couple of years.

“When you consider that a trip to play South-

HAVE BOOTS, WILL TRAVEL The St Colmcille’s GAA club, Cardiff squad are pictured at the Paidi O Sé Tournament in Ventry, Co Kerry last year.

ampton’s Southern Gaels involves a round trip
of 300 miles, it shows true belief that the GAA
will flourish in a time of reverse emigration.”

He said Gaels arriving in Cardiff were mainly
students and white collar workers, “as opposed
to the manual workers of yesteryear, who are
still coming in, but not in great numbers. One
thing is certain though, the love of Ireland, our
heritage and our games will impossibly never
diminish.”

Cardiff Metropolitan University, where Barry
is alecturer in Physiology and Head of the Vas-
cular Physiology Research Group, has merged
with two other colleges for participation in the
British University Games.

“The university team provides Colmcilles with
a pool of players who stay in Cardiff for work,
which acts as a sustainable way of recruiting
new players. So both teams work together to
keep the GAA alive here.

“The university and club also field a ladies’
team, which works on the same basis as the
men’s in terms of overlap between university
and club,” said Barry, who keeps up with local
events through The Mayo News.

The club has had a major sponsor for many
years now in CM Utilities who are based in
Cardiff. Fundraising events are held during the
season, ten per cent of which this year is being
donated to a local cancer charity.

Criticism of Cooper tackle is ‘claptrap’

KERRY come to MacHale Park
on Sunday without Colm
Cooper. He hasbeen one of the
great exponents of Gaelic foot-
ball over the past decade and
Kerry will miss the sparkle of
his creativity.

But to suggest, as one analyst
hasalready done, that the tackle
that contributed to Cooper’s
cruciate injury was dangerous
andrecklessisatypicallyillog-
ical piece of claptrap that is
aired now and again in a bid to
emasculate the physical aspect
of the game.

Theattemptto prevent Cooper
from scoring was indisputably
courageous and legitimate.

Unfortunately one player
received a serious injury. No
foul was called. Nor should
there have been. Blocking is a
basic tenet of Gaelic football.
It happens frequently, but only
whenaniconic figureisinjured
does it make headlines.

It takes courage to execute it
successfully, and while on this
occasion Cooper had scored
before the impact, neither
player, intensely committed as
each was, could have checked
his momentum in time to avoid
the collision.

NoKerry person complained.
They voiced sorrow at the loss
of a player whose leadership

will be missed over the sum-
mer. Butbeing Kerry, they carry
no grudge about a vigorous
tackle properly executed. It’s
not in Kerry’s make-up to
moan.

If, however, they take advan-
tage of the volumes of advice
proffered to them on how to
succeed without their cele-
brated leader Kerry will come
to Castlebar on Sunday with
buoyed up confidence.

Andy Moran may not be
blessed with the elegance of
Cooper on the football field,
but he was to Mayo two seasons
ago what Cooper is to Kerry.
He was Mayo’s lynchpin and at

the peak of his powers when
forced to retire with a cruciate
injury in their match against
Down in 2012. I think Mayo
needed him more then than
Kerry need Cooper now.

True, they are in transition,
but their pride and tradition
are nourishment on which few
other counties can call and from
whichgenerally comes the spark
to reignite their fires.

We’ll get an idea of their
progress on Sunday when they
come to MacHale Park sharing
with Mayo a desperate need to
win their first league points.

It’s not often you hear of a
Kerry side being out-muscled

by the opposition, but accord-
ing to reports, Derry were
physically stronger in their most
recent league defeat.

The Kingdom will benefit on
Sunday, however, from the
return of Marc O Sé to the
defence, and they have in James
O’Donoghue, Barry John Keane
and Conor Cox three talented
forwards offering a stern test
toaMayo defence thathasbeen
found wanting in recent
games.

Eamonn Fitzmaurice is also
ableto call onthelikes of Johnny
Buckley and Kieran O’Leary
now that Dr Crokes are out of
the championship, and together

with Anthony Maher and Don-
nchadh Walsh, they still repre-
sent formidable opposition.

The Mitchels’ success denies
James Horan the use of some
regulars and the chancetoblood
afewnewyounghopes.Ifnone
ofthelong-terminjuredisready
to return and Ger Cafferkey,
Colm Boyle and Lee Keegan
are still nursing injuries from
Omagh, the manager will be
hard pressed to field anything
but a skeletal side unlikely to
succeed.

But the opportunity is ripe
for the fringe players to prove
worthy of the manager’s faith
in them. This is their chance.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISOnewspaper30v4)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (ISOnewspaper30v4)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


